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PAIS302, Trimester 2 2019 


Answer any TWO questions from the following: 


1. “Boris Johnson and Donald Trump are very much part of the establishment they 
criticise.” In what ways does contemporary populism rely on the present political 
condition for its success? 


2.  “Neoliberalism is most usefully thought of as the reversal of social democratic and 
social liberal progress of the twentieth century.” Critically evaluate this statement. 


3. | What critique can Marxism make of contemporary society? 


4. What are the central tenets of liberalism? Are these beliefs under serious threat in the 
contemporary era? 


5. Are democratic socialist and social democratic ideas resurgent in recent years? 


6. If fascism is seen as an extreme form of nationalism, is the world witnessing the rise of 
fascism? 


7. Which political ideologies are most compatible with ecological thinking, and why? 


8. In what respects have the objectives of feminism been achieved, and in what respects 
is there more to be done? What does your analysis say about the future of feminist 
ideas? 


9. In what ways, if any, does religious fundamentalism qualify as an ideology? 


10. Can multiculturalism be reconciled with any form of nationalism? 


11. “There is no such thing as a society without an ideology. All societies contain — and 
indeed promote — a more or less coherent set of ideas in order that the political 
interests of some groups will prevail over and above the interests of other social 
groups.” Critically examine this statement in light of contemporary political phenomena. 
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